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REPORT 


To  His  Excellency  Aram  J.  Pothier,  Governor,  and  the  Honorable 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  at  its  January  Session,  1913: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Twenty-Fifth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Rhode  Island  State  College,  as 
required  by  law. 

CHARLES  DEAN  KIMBALL, 


President,  Board  of  Managers,  Rhode  Island  State  College. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Managers  of  Rhode  Island  Slate  College: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  as  my 
report  for  the  year  1912.  The  n^port,  as  usual,  covers  iho  latter 
half  of  the  scholastic  year  1911-12  and  the  first  half  of  the  scholastic 
year  1912-13.  For  detailed  information  as  to  attendance,  courses 
offered,  etc.,  you  are  referred  to  the  manuscript  of  the  forthcoming 
-college  catalogue  herewith  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

Attendance. 

In  order  to  condense  this  report  as  much  as  possible,  I  am  omitting 
the  tables  on  attendance  usually  given,  and  am  stating  merely  the 
summaries,  except  in  the  case  of  the  comparative  table  of  attendance 
given  below.  This  table  seems  to  embody  so  many  facts  with  regard 
to  the  college  and  its  attendance  during  the  period  covered  that  it 
has  been  retained. 


Table  showing  attendance  for  the  periods  indicated: 
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It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  while  these  increases  were  taking 
place,  the  entrance  requirements  for  the  college  courses  were  being 
increased  from  eight  and  one-half  units  in  1908  to  the  standard 
requirement  of  fourteen  units  in  1911,  and  that,  concomitantly,  the 
preparatory  courses  were  being  abolished,  no  preparatory  students 
being  enrolled  in  1910  or  thereafter.  The  two-year  courses  are  of 
an  entirely  practical  nature,  having  no  preparatory  connection  with 
the  college  work.  The  requirement  for  these  courses  is  a  maturity 
of  eighteen  years.  These  courses  are  growing  in  popularity,  attracting 
especialty  agricultural  students.  For  two  years  a  summer  school  of 
four  weeks'  duration  was  attempted,  intended  to  aid  teachers  who 
contemplated  taking  up  nature-study  or  agriculture  in  the  public 
schools.  The  attendance,  however,  was  so  light  as  not  to  warrant 
continuing  the  expense.  Hence,  we  did  not  offer  summer-school 
courses  during  the  year  1912,  nor  shall  we  do  so  during  1913. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  senior  class  has  increased  in  number  from 
nine  in  1907  to  twenty-three  in  1913,  or  two  and  one-half  times.  The 
freshman  class  in  1907  numbered  twenty-six;  in  1913  it  numbers 
seventy-two,  multiplying  two  and  three-fourths  times.  The  total 
college  attendance  has  grown  from  seventy-seven  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  or  nearly  two  and  one-half  times.  The  total  attend- 
ance in  1907,  including  forty-five  preparatory  students  and  twenty 
special-course  poultry  students,  was  one  hundred  and  forty-two; 
while  in  1913,  the  total  attendance,  with  no  preparatory  or  summer- 
school  students,  is  two  hundred  and  forty-three,  an  increase  of  71 
per  cent. 

The  increase  in  1913  over  the  previous  year,  1912,  is  in  the  senior 
class,  15  per  cent.;  in  the  freshman  class,  24  per  cent.;  in  the  total 
college  attendance,  3  per  cent.;  and  in  the  total  attendance,  not 
including  six-weeks'  poultry  students  and  four-weeks'  summer 
students,  lOj/^  per  cent. 

Nttmbcr  of  Women. 

The  number  of  women  in  attendance  is  almost  the  same  as  last 
year,  being  twenty-eight  in  1912  and  twenty-nine  in  1913. 

New  Matriculates. 

The  number  of  new  matriculates  for  the  current  year,  not,  of  course, 
including  the  poultry  class  which  renews  itself  entirely  from  year  to 
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yviiv,  is  109.  or  llu^sc,  twenty-six  arc  in  the  two-year  course,  an; 
registered  without  hij»'h  scliool  enti'anee  re(iuii'enients,  and  conforni 
only  to  the  rules  r(M{uirin«;'  comnion  school  education  and  an  ii^o  of 
at  l(\ist  eighteen  years.  This  doc^s  not  mean,  however,  that  there  are 
not  niaiiy  among  them  who  hav(^  had  more  or  l(>ss  oi"  high  school  work. 
Tlu*  r(»maind(U',  eighty-thnn^,  are  all  enter(»d  imder  tin;  fourteen  unit 
requirement,  and  are  Registered  as  follows:  six  as  sixicial  students, 
seventy-two  as  freshmen,  two  as  sophomores  (coming  from  other 
colleges),  and  three  as  graduate  students. 

Withdrawals, 

The  withdrawals  during  the  year  have  been  eighty-two  -in  number. 
Of  these,  seventeen  composed  the  graduating  class  of  1912,  and  four 
had  completed  the  work  of  a  special  nature-  that  they  undertook  at 
registration.  Ten  withdrew  for  business  or  financial  reasons.  Eleven 
withdrew  to  enter  other  colleges;  eight  of  these  were  good  students 
whom  we  should  have  been  glad  to  retain.  Twenty-three  were 
dropped  or  advised  to  withdraw  for  inability  or  unwillingness  to  do 
satisfactory  work.  Two  were  dropped  for  disciplinary  reasons;  and 
fifteen  dropped  out  without  giving  any  reason.  We  find  here  a  loss 
of  34  per  cent,  between  two  years  and  that,  too,  outside  of  the  legiti- 
mate loss  from  graduation.  Other  colleges  report  loss  of  this  kind 
ranging  as  high  as  42  per  cent.  Our  loss  this  year  is  unusually  high, 
and,  I  should  say,  is  due  to  the  culmination  of  the  evolution  in 
strengthening  our  entrance  requirements  and  in  stiffening  the  work 
of  the  courses  themselves.  The  percentage  of  loss  the  previous  year 
was  27.  For  further  remarks  on  this  subject,  pertinent  to  the  condi- 
tions still  prevailing,  reference  is  made  to  my  report  of  last  year, 
page  9. 

Gradaatmg  Class. 

As  supplementary  to  my  remarks  on  this  subject  to  be  found  in  the 
report  of  1912,  pages  11-13,  I  would  add  the  following: 

The  class  of  1912  receiving  the  B.  S.  degree  June  18  of  that  year 
numbered  seventeen.  The  class,  as  it  entered  in  1909,  numbered 
thirty-eight.  Nothing,  I  think,  can  better  show  the  transition  state 
through  which  we  have  been  passing  than  the  story  of  this  class. 
Of  the  graduating  seventeen,  four  were  ranked  in  1908-09  as  sopho- 
mores; two  entered  from  other  institutions  in  the  year  1909-10,  and 
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the  remaining  eleven  were  entered  as  freshmen  in  the  year  1908-09.. 
Deducting  these  eleven  from  the  thirty-eight  who  entered  as  freshmen 
for  that  year  (1908-09),  we  have  twenty-seven  to  account  for.  Of 
these  twenty-seven,  four  are  still  registered,  having  lost  a  year  from 
various  causes;  one  was  under-classified  and  graduated  a  year  earlier; 
four  transferred  to  other  colleges;  eleven  were  dropped  at  various 
times  for  unsuccessful  work;  and  seven  discontinued  work  at  college 
for  financial  reasons.  It  should,  of  course,  be  understood,  that  these 
withdrawals  did  not  all  occur  at  one  time,  but  were  spread  over  all 
the  years  from  1909  even  to  the  latter  part  of  the  school  year  1911-12. 

Occupation  of  Parents  and  Age  of  Students* 

We  find  no  material  change  either  in  the  classes  from  which  our 
students  come,  or  in  the  age  of  the  young  men  and  women  who  are 
registered.  Reference  is  therefore  made  to  the  statements  on  these 
matters  made  in  my  previous  report,  pages  13-14,  as  practically  true 
for  the  present  year. 

Distribution  of  Students  in  Courses* 

Omitting  consideration  of  poultry  students,  the  number  in  the 
agricultural  courses  is  sixty,  as  against  forty-five  the  previous  year; 
in  engineering  it  is  one  hundred  and  thirteen  as  against  ninety-five 
in  the  previous  year;  in  applied  science  it  is  twenty  as  compared  with 
thirty-three  in  the  year  previous;  and  in  home  economics  it  is  twenty- 
five  as  against  twenty-four  in  the  year  previous. 

Home  Residence  of  Students* 

The  number  of  students  from  outside  the  state  is  forty-four,  or 
twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  These  are  distributed  as. 
follows:  China,  1;  Connecticut,  5;  Maryland,  1;  Massachusetts, 
29;  New  Hampshire,  1 ;  New  York,  4;  Panama,  1;  Pennsylvania,  1; 
and  Washington,  D.  C,  1.  The  out-state  percentage  last  year  was 
twenty-eight. 

Within  the  state  the  number  of  students  is  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  or  eighty  per  cent.  From  Bristol  county  there  are  five  (Barring- 
ton,  2;  Bristol,  2;  Warren,  1);  from  Kent  there  are  nine  (Coventry, 
3;  East  Greenwich,  5;  Warwick,  1);  from  Newport  county  there  are 
thirteen  (Little  Compton,  1;  Middletown,  1;  Newport,  11);  from 
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Providnice  county  then'  luv  (>i^li1y-iiin(5  (Burrillvilh!,  I;  (j'liinil 
Falls,  G;  Cranston,  3;  ( 'umlx  rlaiid,  1;  East  Providence,  7;  Glocostcr, 
1;  Johnston,  1;  Lincoln,  :\;  Nortli  Sniithficld,  2;  Pawtuck(;t,  10; 
Providence,  37;  Scituate,  2;  Snuthfield,  1;  Woonsocket,  14);  from 
Washington  county  then^  ar(^  fifty-eij>;ht  (Hopkinton,  2;  North 
King;stown,  4;  Ricliniond,  1;  vilhig(^  of  Kingston,  22;  remainder  of 
Soutli  Kingstown  23;  Westerly',  G). 

Finances. 

In  the  report  of  the  treasurer  appended  will  be  found  two  financial 
statements,  one  accorciing  to  our  usual  custom  in  account  with  the 
various  funds  and  covering  the  calendar  year  1912;  the  other  cover- 
ing the  scholastic  year  from  July  1,  1911,  to  June  30,  1912,  and 
presenting  the  financial  transactions  of  that  scholastic  year  in  ac- 
cordance with  certain  standard  forms  devised  by  the  Carnegie 
Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  uniform,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  annual  financial  reports  of 
universities,  colleges,  etc.,  throughout  the  country.  In  order  that 
there  may  be  no  confusion  created  by  the  two  sets  of  accounts  which, 
it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  cover  years  differing  from  each  other 
by  six  months,  the  second  is  put  in  as  an  appendix  to  the  full 
report. 

As  neither  of  these  summarizes  the  figures  for  the  calendar  year 
in  one  group,  I  give  a  table  showing  receipts  from  all  sources  and 
expenditures  during  the  calendar  year.  The  table,  in  both  receipts 
and  expenditures,  distinguishes  three  accounts :  (a)  the  maintenance, 
instructional,  and  extension  finances;  (b)  the  boarding  and  bookstore 
accounts  (called  in  the  table  the  trust  fund) ;  and  (c)  the  funds  of 
the  experiment-station  department.  Reference  is  made  where  nec- 
essary to  the  treasurer's  report  in  account  with  the  fund  in  question. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  Rhode  Island  State  College  for  Calendar 

Year,  1912. 

A.    Maintenance,  Instruction  and  Extension. 

receipts. 

Jan.    1  and  July  1.    Morrill  Fund  of  1890  and  Nelson  Act  of  1907 

Jan.    1.    Payment  account,  1862,  Morrill  Fund  

State  maintenance  

2 


$50,000  00 
2,500  00 
25,000  00 
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Dec.  31.    Receipts,  Current  Fund — 

Dormitory  fees   $4,723  70 

Department  fees   1,874  76 

Tuition   1,243  21 

Department  sales   9,476  49 

Department  service   1,460  15 

Interest   1,167  51 

Miscellaneous   6  00 

  19,951  S2 

Total   S97,451  82 

EXPENDITURES. 

1912.    Salaries   $49,345  31 

Labor,  apparatus,  fuel,  etc   49,724  31 

Total   $99,069  62 

This  department,  therefore,  shows  an  excess  of  expenditures  over 
receipts  during  the  year  1912  of  $1,617.80.  During  the  year  we  were 
striving  to  obtain  the  science  building  appropriation  finally  granted. 
By  the  advice  of  friends  in  the  General  Assembly,  the  usual  request 
for  a  repair  and  extension  fund  of  $5,000  was  not  presented.  Hence, 
the  excess  above  noted.  Had  the  usual  and  needed  repairs  been  car- 
ried out,  the  excess  would  have  amounted  to  fully  $5,000. 

B.    Trust  Fund. 

RECEIPTS. 

Dec.  31.    Boarding   $23,582  75 

Store   3,725  92 

Total   $27,308  67 

EXPENDITURES. 

Dec.  31.    Boarding   $25,044  81 

Store  ■   3,410  60 

Total  *.     $28,455  41 

Here  the  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  during  the  year  has 
been  $1,146.74.  This  showing  is  very  unsatisfactory,  indeed.  It 
results  in  part  (see  page  12)  from  the  increased  price  of  all  supplies. 
No  other  boarding  department  that  I  know  of  has  failed  to  increase 
its  rate,  while  ours  has  remained  stationary.    I  would  suggest  as  one 
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•chaiigv,  ill  ;iny  rate,  to  Ix'  put  into  ojh' ration  at  the  end  of  the  present 
year,  that  no  cnnlit  on  hoard  be  j;iven  for  less  than  (ive  full  days' 
absence. 

(\    Experiment  Station. 


IlECEIPTS. 

Dec.  31.    From  (iio  United  States  Govornmcnt   $:i(),()0()  00 

From  sales,  service  niul  interest   2,700  98 

Total   $32,700  98 

EXPENDITURES. 

Dec.  31.    Salaries   $16,693  28 

Labor,  apparatus,  fuel,  etc   14,458  46 

Total   $31,151  74 


There  is  here  for  the  year  a  favorable  balance  of  $1,549.24. 

In  summing  up  the  financial  situation,  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
total  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  does  not  accurately  present 
the  conditions,  for  the  reason  that  the  national  funds  are  definitely 
limited  in  their  application,  and  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expendi- 
tures from  these  funds  cannot  be  used  to  extinguish  an  excess  of 
expenditures  over  receipts  from  state  funds.  Now  the  actual  con- 
ditions are  (see  report  of  treasurer) ,  as  follows : 

A.    Teaching,  Administration  and  Extension  Departments. 

(1)  Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures,  national  funds   $5,486  22 

(2)  Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts,  other  funds   6,420  15 

It  has  been  arranged  to  take  up  the  first  amount  in  the  purchase 
of  apparatus  for  the  various  departments  that  will  go  into  Science  Hall 
when  it  is  completed  in  September  of  this  year. 

From  the  second  amount,  in  order  to  determine  the  actual  deficit, 
is  to  be  deducted  a  small  surplus  of  S3, 3 12.02  coming  over  from  the 
previous  years  in  the  current  fund  and  accumulated  for  certain 
purposes  of  improvement  in  grounds  and  additions  to  equipment 
which  it  had  been  impossible  to  bring  about  in  any  other  way.  These 
special  purposes,  outside  of  the  current  expenses  and  of  ordinary 
minor  repairs  and  improvements  whether  carried  out  or  not,  were 
undertaken  and  carried  out  (1)  with  the  end  in  view  of  lessening 
current  expense,  and  (2)  in  response  to  criticisms  of  conditions  exist- 


12 


RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  COLLEGE. 


ing.  They  are  as  follows,  with  amount  involved  stated  in  round 
numbers : 

1.  Improvement  on  grounds   $700  00 

2.  Purchase  of  a  40  h.p.  passenger  bus,  to  carry  twenty-four  pas- 

sengers, with  truck  attachment   1,200  00 

3.  Necessary  repairs  and  improvements,  to  put  it  in  first-class  con- 

dition  700  00 

4.  Addition  of  poultry  yards  and  houses   700  00 


S3,300  00 

Deducting  this  surplus  from  the  deficiency  stated  under  (2)  above, 
we  have,  as  the  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  in  the  year's 
transactions,  in  the  state  funds,  $3,108.15,  and  this  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  as  before  stated  that,  acting  under  the  advice  of  friends 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  last  year,  in  order  not  to  prejudice  our 
request  for  a  new  science  building,  we  did  not  finally  ask  for  and, 
consequently  did  not  receive,  the  usual  amount  for  repairs  and  for 
extension  work  of  $5,000.  We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  defer  repairs 
to  the  present  year,  but  were  compelled  to  undertake  imperative 
matters  to  the  extent  of  $1,108.13  more  than  the  receipts  would 
cover,  and  the  usual  $2,000  for  extension  work  had  to  be  met  in 
addition.  In  this  way  the  deficit  mentioned  ($3,108.13)  has  arisen 
and  is  carried  forward  into  the  current  year.  It  is  to  avoid  future 
embarrassment  of  this  kind  that  your  Board  has  voted  to  request 
that  the  $5,000  usually  requested  for  minor  repairs  and  extension 
work  be  incorporated  into  the  regular  maintenance  fund,  making  the 
amount  $30,000  in  place  of  $25,000. 

B.    Trust  Fund  (Boarding  and  Store). 

In  this  department,  while  the  expenditures  have  exceeded  the  year's 
receipts  by  $1,146.74,  the  surplus  from  previous  years  of  $1,924.88 
has  covered  that  amount,  and  still  left  on  hand  the  amount  of  $778.14. 
The  increased  expenditure  of  the  year  1912  is  in  part  due  to  the 
necessary  replacement  and  increase  of  equipment;  but  a  large  part 
is  also  undoubtedly  due  to  the  increasing  cost  of  food  products.  To 
meet  this  for  the  future  it  has  seemed  best  not  to  allow  deductions 
on  board  bills  for  less  than  five  days  of  absence,  except  in  the  case  of 
those  who  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  arrange  to  be  regularly 
absent  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each  week.  It  seems  necessary  also 
to  charge  $4.00  per  week  for  board  during  the  vacations. 


HKl'OIl'l'  OF    TIIK  IMIKSIDKNT. 


Expcrinu'ul  Station  Funds. 

The  accounts  of  the  treasurer  with  these;  funds  show  a  very  satis- 
factory condition,  there  beinjr  in  each  of  the  funds  a  favorable  bal- 
ance. As  it  would  seem  that,  for  the  current  year  at  least,  the  cost 
of  publishing  bulletins,  etc.,  will  have  to  borne  by  these  funds  with- 
out lu^li)  from  the  state,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  funds  show  such  a 
situation. 

Board  of  Visitors. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  year  1911 
showed  much  interest  in  the  development  of  the  college,  and  their 
report  was  materially  helpful  in  securing  the  appropriation  for  the 
science  building.  It  seemed,  therefore,  fitting  that  the  same  per- 
sons should  be  requested  to  act  for  the  year  1912,  in  order  that  they 
might  follow  up  the  outcome  of  their  helpful  suggestions,  and  they 
w^ere  requested  by  your  Board  so  to  do.  In  an  appendix  will  be  found 
their  report  for  the  year  1912.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  their 
continued  faith  in  the  institution  and  in  its  future. 

Sttmmer  School. 

In  accordance  wdth  the  statements  of  my  report  for  1911  under  this 
head,  an  earnest  effort  was  made  during  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1912  to  interest  the  teachers  of  the  state  in  a  summer  school  to  be 
held  in  July.  A  strong  circular  describing  the  advantages  to  be 
obtained  and  urging  prompt  registration  was  widely  distributed. 
When,  on  the  first  of  June,  there  w^ere  only  some  eighteen  registra- 
tions, it  was  concluded  that  the  interest  manifested  did  not  warrant 
the  expenditure  involved;  and  so  tentative  engagements  were  can- 
celled and  the  proposal  to  hold  a  school  was  abandoned.  There 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  a  summer  school  should  not  be  highly 
serviceable  and  successful  as  it  is  in  other  states;  but  until  a  larger 
interest  is  developed,  it  seems  unwise  to  undertake  it. 

Farmers*  Week. 

The  fourth  annual  Farmers'  Week  was  held  during  the  short 
vacation  at  the  end  of  the  first  term,  February  5,  6,  and  7,  1913.  It 
seemed  best  at  any  rate  to  try  a  transfer  of  time  from  the  Christmas 
vacation,  as  the  weather  in  previous  years  had  been  so  uniformly 
trying;  and,  if  a  change  of  date  was  to  be  made,  the  only  other  avail- 
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able  time  was  the  February  vacation.  Furthermore,  it  was  felt  that 
we  should  make  an  effort  to  discover  if  a  different  time  might  not 
appeal  to  a  larger  number  of  farmers.  The  experiment  has  seemed  to 
be  successful,  certainly  in  the  larger  attendance  and,  I  think  I  may 
also  say,  in  the  uniformity  of  the  numbers  attending  during  each  of 
the  three  days. 

Changes  m  the  Faculty* 

In  an  institution  like  this,  employing  in  subordinate  capacities  a 
number  of  young  men  who  must  look  elsewhere  for  large  advance- 
ment, it  must  always  be  expected  that  there  will  b<  among  them 
considerable  change  each  year.  Our  policy  has  been  to  retain  them 
as  long  as  possible,  but  in  no  case  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  advance- 
ment when  larger  opportunity  came  to  them  than  we  could  offer. 
During  some  years — last  year  for  instance — ^we  have  been  fortunate 
in  retaining  these  young  men;  in  other  years  combinations  of  cir- 
cumstances produce  larger  changes.  The  year  1912  has  been  un- 
fortunate for  us,  not  only  in  the  loss  of  younger  men  whom  we  could 
not  in  reason  expect  to  retain  in  subordinate  places  very  long,  but 
also  in  the  loss  of  two  or  three  heads  of  departments  whom  we  had 
hoped  to  be  able  to  retain  permanently.  Two  instructors  in  the 
engineering  department,  Mr.  George  E.  Peaslee  and  Mr.  Herbert  S. 
Eames,  resigned  during  the  year  to  accept  better  positions.  Their 
places  have  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  Stanley  Beamens- 
derfer,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  Franklin  and  Marshall,  1907,  and  M.  E.,  Cornell, 
1911;  and  Mr.  Maurice  B.  Greenough,  B.  S.,  Tufts  College,  1912. 

The  resignation  of  William  S.  Spencer,  assistant  professor  of  oral 
expression,  was  offered  to  take  effect  September  1,  and  a  little  later 
that  of  Dr.  F.  K.  Sechrist,  professor  of  English  and  Modern  Lan- 
guages, to  take  effect  also  September  1. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  vacancies  thus  created  to  rearrange 
the  work  of  the  English  department.  Two  full  professorships  were 
created,  one  of  Psychology  and  English  Literature,  and  the  other  of 
Rhetoric  and  Composition.  The  work  in  Modern  Languages  was 
assigned  entirely  to  Miss  My  rick. 

To  the  professorship  of  Psychology  and  English  Literature,  Pro- 
fessor Lester  W.  Boardman,  of  the  Baltimore  City  College,  Maryland, 
was  elected  from  a  large  number  of  applicants.  Professor  Boardman 
is  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  (A.  B.,  1899,  A.  M.,  1902).  He 
has  taken  graduate  work  in  English  at  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
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at  Cohinil)iii  rniv(>rsity,  N.  V.  He  h:is  liiid  nuirkcd  success  as  a 
teachor  of  youn^  ni^'i^  arousing  in  tlicni  intorest  and  ciilhusiasm  for 
his  subjects,  and  giving  thcni  the  cultural  ini})uls(^  which  is,  in  part, 
the  distinctive  function  of  tlie  department  of  Enp;lisli.  Professor 
Boardnian  is  also  an  author. 

For  the  chair  of  Rhetoric,  Professor  Herman  C'hurchill,  A.  B., 
Syracuse  University,  1894,  A.  M.,  University  of  Wisconsin,  1902,  was 
chosen.  With  fine  training  in  English,  Mr.  Churchill  combines  much 
(experience  in  English  work.  He  comes  to  us  from  the  headship  of 
the  English  department  of  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  Mr.  Churchill  w^as  granted  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honors  at 
Syracuse. 

Both  these  men,  it  should  be  noted,  w^ere  selected  for  their  record 
as  dynamic  teachers,  together  with  the  attainment  of  a  high  grade  of 
scholarship. 

Miss  Helen  B.  Thompson,  professor  of  home  economics,  early  in 
the  year  sent  in  her  resignation.  Her  purpose,  as  she  explained  it 
to  me,  was  to  take  graduate  work  for  a  year  or  two.  Miss  Thompson 
had  done  very  excellent  work  and  had  established  herself  here  as  a 
woman  of  fine  capabilities  and  attainments.  For  this  reason  and 
also  because  I  knew  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  fill  the  position,  I 
greatly  regretted  her  determination.  In  seeking  for  someone  to  fill 
the  position,  I  visited  many  places  and  saw  a  large  number  of  appli- 
cants and  non-applicants.  There  was  only  one  who  seemed  to  me 
in  all  respects  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  position,  and  to  her  I  was 
unable  to  offer  sufficient  inducements  to  cause  her  to  leave  the  large 
university  at  which  she  was  employed.  Thus  time  wore  on  and  the 
beginning  of  the  college  year  drew  near,  without  any  satisfactory 
arrangement  as  to  this  important  position.  Shortly  before  the  open- 
ing, I  heard  of  Miss  Sarah  W.  Landes,  who  was  then  in  Europe. 
Letters  concerning  her  work  for  seven  years  in  the  University  of 
Oklahoma  and  in  other  places  indicated  a  very  high  degree  of  efficiency 
and  success,  and  she  was  accordingly  engaged  for  the  position  for 
the  year  then  opening. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  Dr.  H.  J.  Wheeler  sent  in  his  resignation 
as  director  of  the  experiment  station.  It  came  as  an  entire  surprise 
to  me  and  to  the  public  generally.  Dr.  Wheeler  had  been  in  office 
here  in  several  positions  since  the  beginning  of  the  work  at  this 
institution.  His  work  during  all  this  time  had  commended  itself 
to  all,  and  he  was  and  is  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  state.  The 


16 


RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  COLLEGE. 


loss,  therefore,  to  the  institution  and  to  the  state  was  no  Hght  and 
trivial  one,  and  he  was  the  recipient  on  every  hand  of  flattering 
tokens  of  the  regard  in  which  he  was  held. 

I  give  below  his  letter  of  resignation  and  the  vote  taken  by  your 
Board  in  reply,  together  with  the  vote  of  the  faculty  in  the  same 
<'onnection : 

Sept.  19,  1912. 

Howard  Edwards,  President, 
Rhode  Island  State  College, 

Kingston,  R.  I. 

Dear  Sir: — Permit  me  to  tender  my  resignation  as  Director  of  the  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  College,  to  take  effect  on  December 
1,  1912. 

In  doing  so  I  beg  to  express  the  keen  regret  that  I  feel  in  severing  my  relations 
with  the  people  of  Kingston,  with  my  associates,  and  with  the  institution  which 
I  have  served  so  long,  also  at  leaving  the  experimental  projects,  many  of  which 
should  stiU  be  continued  for  many  years  and  which  are  yielding  increasingly 
interesting  and  valuable  data  with  every  year. 

You  are  well  aware  that  I  have  remained  here  in  the  past  in  spite  of  several 
offers  of  far  more  lucrative  positions  and  that  I  have  done  so  out  of  love  for  my 
work  and  interest  in  the  college,  its  experiment  station,  and  the  farmers  of  the 
state,  but  under  the  conditions  which  now  exist  I  feel  that  it  is  best  that  I  should 
enter  a  wider  field  of  opportunity  and  initiative. 

Thanking  you  and  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  indications  of  appreciation 
which  I  have  received  at  your  hands,  I  remain. 

Very  respectfully^  yours, 

(Signed)       H.  J.  Wheeler. 

Extract  from  minutes  of  meeting  of  Board  of  Managers  held  on 
October  23,  1912: 

"The  President  presented  the  resignation  of  Dr.  H.  J.  Wheeler  as  Director  of 
the  Experiment  Station,  to  take  effect  Dec.  1.  It  was  voted  that  the  resignation 
be  accepted  to  take  effect  as  requested.  It  was  further  voted  that  the  following 
note  expressive  of  the  feeling  of  the  Board  in  connection  therewith  be  entered  on 
the  minutes  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  forwarded  by  the  Clerk  to  Dr.  Wheeler. 

'In  accepting  the  resignation  of  Dr.  H.  J.  Wheeler  as  Director  of  the  experi- 
ment station  of  this  college,  the  Board  desires,  individually  and  collectively,  to 
express  their  high  appreciation  of  his  work.  They  recognize  that,  in  his  long 
term  of  service,  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  results  which  have  estabhshed  his 
reputation  as  a  scientist,  have  been  materially  helpful  to  agriculture,  both  in  this 
state  and  elsewhere,  and  have  reflected  credit  on  the  station  itself.  They  regret 
his  determination  to  sever  his  relation  with  the  station,  and  extend  to  him  their 
best  wishes  in  the  field  of  wider  opportunity  and  initiative  to  which  he  goes.'  " 
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Extnu't  from  iniiuil(\s  of  in(>('(in<!;  of  (he  Fucully  licid  Xovciiihcr  4, 
1912: 

"Tlio  following  sol  of  rosolul  ions  was  adoplcd: 

Whereas,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  J.  Wheeler  after  more  tlian  twenty  years' 
residence  in  Kingston  are  about  to  leave  for  other  fields  of  work,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  faculty  of  Rhode  Island  State  College  hereby  thanks  them 
both  for  the  contribution  they  have  made  through  their  home  center  to  the  social 
life  of  the  college  and  community;  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  faculty  especially  acknowledges  its  indebtedness  to  Dr. 
Wheeler  for  his  pioneer  work  in  the  development  of  the  Experiment  Station. 
Starting  with  small  funds,  he  laid  the  foundation  for  the  research  work  of  the 
Station,  through  well-equipped  chemical  laboratories,  and  plotted  fields.  Equal 
recognition  is  made  of  his  after  work  as  investigator,  teacher  and  administrator. 
The  present  effective  work  of  the  experiment  station  is  due  largely  to  his  scientific 
spirit  and  keen  insight  into  the  problems  of  Rhode  Island  agriculture;  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  w^hile  the  members  of  the  faculty  pay  honor  to  the  past,  they 
wish  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  Godspeed  in  the  work  of  the  future;  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler 
and  that  a  copy  be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  council." 

After  a  careful  survey  of  the  whole  situation,  after  a  close  considera- 
tion of  the  fitness  of  a  number  of  candidates  and  others  suggested 
from  various  quarters,  and  after  consultation  with  a  large  number  of 
persons  representing  every  interest  concerned,  it  appeared  that  as  to 
ability,  scholarship  and  actual  accomplishment  no  available  person 
from  outside  our  walls  was  or  is  the  superior  of  Dr.  B.  L.  Hartwell, 
then  occupying  the  position  of  chief  of  the  department  of  chemistry 
in  our  experiment  station;  while  in  knowledge  of  the  conditions  here, 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  work  now  going  on,  and  standing 
already  won  among  the  farmers  of  the  state,  he  has  very  great  advan- 
tage. In  view  of  these  facts,  it  was  voted,  December  19,  that  Dr. 
Hartwell  be  elected  to  the  position,  his  appointment  dating  back  to 
December  1;  since,  at  my  request,  he  had  been  acting  as  Director 
from  and  after  that  date. 

Fraternity  Hotises. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  taken  last  year  by  which  a  resolu- 
tion was  presented  in  the  General  Assembly  authorizing  your  Board 
to  guarantee  loans  made  to  societies  at  the  college  for  the  purchase 
or  construction  of  society  or  fraternity  houses,  one  fraternity,  the 
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Beta  Phi,  has  secured  on  your  guarantee  a  loan  of  $8,000,  and  is 
perfecting  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  house. 

New  Science  Btiilding, 

The  application  of  your  Board  for  the  sum  of  $75,000  with  which  to 
construct  (but  not  equip)  a  science  hall  at  the  college  was  successfully 
passed  and  duly  signed  by  the  governor  on  May  3,  1912.  The  action 
taken  was  set  in  motion  by  a  communication  from  you  to  the  General 
Assembly  showing  conditions  necessitating  the  action  and  containing 
the  following  resolution  of  your  Board,  dated  December  26,  1911: 

Voted,  To  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  appropriation  of  S75,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  at  the  college  a  science  hall  to  house  the  departments  of  bac- 
teriology, biology,  botany,  chemistry  and  physics;  asking  that  $50,000  be  made 
available  during  the  year  1912,  and  $25,000  during  the  year  1913,  and  asking 
further  that  it  be  understood  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  the 
equipment  of  said  building  when  constructed,  will  be  necessary. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  need  of  $20,000  additional  for  equipment 
(heating,  installation  of  departments,  lighting,  furniture,  etc.),  was 
distinctly  stated  in  the  vote  applying  for  the  $75,000,  and  that  this 
formal  vote  was  communicated  to  the  General  Assembly.  In  apply- 
ing, therefore,  for  the  additional  amount  at  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  as  you  have  done,  there  is  no  ground  or  reason  for 
surprise  or  misapprehension,  and  nothing  of  that  kind  need  be  feared. 

Your  building  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Kimball,  Burlin- 
game,  Robinson,  and  Edwards,  proceeded  under  authority  from  the 
Board  to  select  an  architect  and  to  cause  plans  to  be  constructed. 
The  architects  selected  were  Messrs.  Clarke,  Howe  and  Homer,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  they  be  paid  the  sum  of  $3,150  for  full  working 
drawings,  details  and  specifications  for  the  building.  It  was  further 
agreed  that  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Rodman's  entire  time  be  devoted  to 
superintendence  of  the  building  during  erection,  and  that  the  archi- 
tects be  not  paid  nor  held  responsible  for  the  actual  erection. 

Under  the  plans  and  specifications,  contractors'  bids  were  adver- 
tised for,  and  on  July  15  the  following  bids  were  received  and  opened: 


Isaac  Sherman  Co.,  Westerly   $75,800 

R.  A.  Sherman's  Sons  Co.,  Westerly   69,940 

Hartwell  &  Kingston,  Providence   69,500 

Martin  &  Bowen,  Providence   68,685 

Walker  &  Doyle,  Providence   66,911 

Frank  D.  McKendall,  Providence   65,994 

C.  B.  McGuire  Co.,  Providence   65,495 

Thos.  F.  Cullinan  Co.,  Providence   59,277 
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Tho  contract,  Avhich  (l()(>s  not  include  licatina;  ai)i)ai-at us,  was  ac- 
cordinj»'ly  awarded  to  the  ('ullinan  Co.,  at  the  amount  stated  in  th(^ 
bid  of  that  coni])an3'. 

Se])arate  bids  for  the  heatinji;  ai)])aratus  inside  the  walls  of  the 
building  were  advertised  for,  received  and  opened  August  5,  as  fol- 
lows : 


Wm.  E.  Doherty,  Providence   $8,189 

Isaac  Coffin  Co.,  Boston   7,773 

Jolin  P.  Johnstone,  Fall  River   7,743 

Dexter  Engineering  Co.,  Providence   7,200 

Denis  McCarthy,  Providence   6,484 


Other  bids  were  received  but  were  unaccompanied  by  certified 
check  as  required  by  the  terms  of  the  advertisement.  It  happened, 
however,  that  none  of  these  was  below  the  formally  satisfactory  one 
of  Denis  McCarthy,  the  nearest  being  that  of  McLean  &  Cousins  of 
Boston,  for  $6,841.  The  contract  was  therefore  awarded  on  August 
20  to  Denis  McCarthy  for  the  sum  named  in  his  bid  as  above  stated. 

The  building  so  contracted  for  is  now  in  course  of  construction,  and 
the  contractors  are  carrying  on  the  work  satisfactorily.  It  is  a  build- 
ing of  stone  taken  from  the  college  quarry,  is  1533/2  feet  long  by  60 
feet  10  inches  wide,  and  60  feet  high.  It  will  have  practically  four 
stories,  with  an  attic  in  addition  well-lighted  and  useful  for  storage. 
The  roof  is  of  slate  and  the  stairways  are  of  iron  with  brick  supporting 
walls  on  either  side  and  slate  or  iron  treads.  The  building  is  con- 
tracted for  delivery  complete  August  15,  1913.  If  we  can  obtain  in 
time  the  fund  for  furnishing  and  transmitting  heat  and  for  equipping 
and  furnishing  the  departments  (the  twenty  thousand  dollars  asked 
for),  the  building  will  be  in  commission  by  September  of  the  current 
year. 

Cornerstone  Laying* 

Exercises  of  a  very  impressive  and  successful  nature  in  coimection 
with  and  centering  around  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  Science 
Hall  were  held  Saturday,  October  26,  1912.  The  weather  was  ad- 
mirable, and  a  large  and  representative  body  of  citizens  from  all 
parts  of  the  state  assembled.  The  exercises  consisted  of  two  parts, 
one  carried  out  in  the  gymnasium  of  Lippitt  Hall,  the  other  at  the 
building  itself.  The  first  part,  presided  over  by  President  Kimball  of 
your  Board,  consisted  of  an  address  on  '^The  State  Government  and 
Education,"  by  Commissioner  Walter  E.  Ranger,  and  of  addresses 
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of  congratulation  and  greeting  by  the  following:  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Zenas  W.  Bliss,  State  Master  Frank  E.  Marchant  of  the 
State  Grange,  President  Rowland  G.  Hazard  of  the  Washington 
County  Agricultural  Society,  President  John  L.  Alger  of  the  Barnard 
Club,  President  Leonard  H.  Campbell  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute 
of  Instruction,  and  Rev.  Edward  Holyoke,  President  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Federation  of  Churches.  President  W.  H.  P.  Faunce  was 
invited  and  was  on  the  program,  but  on  account  of  illness,  was  not 
able  to  be  present. 

The  second  part,  a  ceremonial  exercise  in  which  representatives  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  faculty  and  students  took  part,  was  arranged 
and  conducted  by  Dr.  Ranger,  and  constituted  a  most  pleasing  and 
impressive  ceremony. 

Obligations  of  the  College* 

It  is  proper  and  right  at  this  point  to  express  our  obligations  for 
aid  in  securing  this  building.  It  would  be  impossible  to  name  all 
the  individuals  who  have  contributed  to  success,  and  consequently 
I  shall  have  to  confine  myself  to  prominent  officials  and  groups  of 
persons. 

Your  Board,  first  of  all,  deserves  earnest  commendation  for  the 
unselfish  loyalty,  wisdom,  and  singleness  of  purpose  with  which  you 
have  guided  the  affairs  of  the  college  through  the  dark  days  of  con- 
demnation and  scorn  in  such  a  way  as  to  compel  the  respect  and 
finally  the  approval  of  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  and  to  lead  to  the 
present  consummation  which,  as  I  believe,  marks  the  establishment  of 
an  assured  position  in  the  economy  of  the  state.  You  have  here, 
I  am  strongly  persuaded,  as  a  solid  and  enduring  monument  of  your 
sedulous  concern  for  the  public  interest  intrusted  to  you,  your 
industry  and  care  in  executing  your  trust,  and  your  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight in  adopting  and  maintaining  a  steady  policy  of  advancement, 
two  buildings  that  for  size,  strength,  permanency,  convenience  and 
even  attractiveness  of  form  cannot  be  duplicated  at  the  same  price 
anywhere  in  this  eastern  country.  An  official  of  New  Jersey  recently 
begged  the  loan  of  our  Science  Hall  plans  and,  in  returning  them, 
stated  that  the  compactness  and  convenience  of  the  plans  and 
economic  utilization  of  every  foot  of  space  had  been  greatly  com- 
mended. He  added  that  his  people  could  not  believe  that  such  a 
building  was  being  constructed  for  the  sum  named. 
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In  i\w  siiini'  coniKU'l ion  I  wonld  cjill  to  mnid  IIk;  rcconinicndation.s 
of  Iho  Connnission  of  In(iuiry  of  1909.  Tlio  time,  energy,  and 
tlKni<;lit  (\\])(^n(l(Ml  without  r(H'()nii)(uiS(^  by  that  coinniiKsion  Jind  its 
chairnuin,  Dr.  Hanger,  have  nevi^r  b(ien  ade(|uately  recognized  by 
our  friends  or  by  the  state  at  large.  Their  n^commendation  of  the 
buihling  now  going  up  was  undou})t(Hlly  v(iry  heli)ful  in  procuring  it. 

The  unflagging  support  given  by  the  state  and  subordinate  granges 
through  two  years  and  more  of  effort,  their  influence  exerted  by 
individual  interviews  in  every  part  of  the  state,  by  resolutions  both 
in  local  granges  and  in  state  conclave,  and  by  their  attendance  in 
such  numbers  at  hearings  as  to  constitute  the  most  impressive 
demonstrations  made  for  any  measure  agitated  at  the  State  House 
during  these  two  years,  cannot  be  too  often  remembered  and  rec- 
ognized. 

Another  very  powerful  influence  in  our  favor  has  been  that  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  for  1910,  consisting  of  Professor  Arthur  J.  Jones, 
Hon.  Isaac  L.  Sherman,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Marchant,  Mrs.  M.  B.  F. 
Lippitt,  Chancellor  Arnold  B.  Chace,  and  Hon.  Lewis  A.  Waterman; 
and  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  1911,  consisting  of  Principal  John 
L.  Alger,  Col.  R.  H.  I.  Goddard,  Hon.  S.  H.  Bullock,  Hon. 
Joseph  A.  Peckham,  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Peck,  Miss  Clara  A.  Olney,  and 
Mrs.  Florence  G.  R.  Sweetland.  These  two  Boards  have  both  very 
strongly  urged  the  measure  giving  us  this  building,  and  their  expres- 
sions of  appreciation  of  the  work  being  done,  and  their  confidence  in 
the  future  of  the  institution  have  been  potent  in  bringing  about  the 
result  sought. 

The  interest  and  concern  evinced  by  groups  of  men  here  and  there 
should  not  be  forgotten,  and  especially  that  of  the  men  and  women 
gathered  here  at  Farmers'  Week  in  1910  and  also  in  1911.  In  both 
these  gatherings,  strong  and  earnest  resolutions  were  adopted  urging 
legislation  on  this  matter. 

Finally,  we  must  not  fail  to  chronicle  our  obligation  to  Governor 
A.  J.  Pothier,  who  during  all  the  years  of  his  incumbency  as  Governor 
has  consistently  lent  his  influence  to  the  advancement  of  the  college 
in  general  and  of  this  building  in  particular. 

Recommendations  to  the  General  Assembly^ 

By  your  authorization  the  following  measures  have  been  introduced 
into  the  General  Assembly  for  the  current  year: 
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A.  An  act  amending  the  act  incorporating  the  college  by  sub- 
stituting for  the  sum  of  $25,000  named  there  as  the  yearly  mainte- 
nance fund,  the  sum  of  $30,000. 

B.  A  resolution  appropriating  for  the  heating,  equipping,  and 
furnishing  of  the  new  science  building  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

The  first  measure  (A)  was  supported  by  the  following  letter,, 
addressed  to  Treasurer  Read: 

Kingston,  R.  I.,  January  14,  1913. 

Hon.  Walter  A.  Read,  • 

State  House,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Dear  Sir: — We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
Rhode  Island  State  College  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  needs  of 
the  college,  would  respectfully  represent  that,  at  the  present  time,  the  main- 
tenance fund  of  the  college  carried  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  from  year  to 
year  is  $25,000,  and  that  it  has  been  usual,  in  addition,  to  ask  for  $5,000  in  a 
separate  resolution  to  be  used  for  the  prosecution  of  extension  work  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  property  in  good  condition.  We  would  request  that,  in  making 
up  the  general  appropriation  bill  for  the  current  year  these  two  sums  be  united 
in  one  item  of  $30,000  for  the  maintenance  of  the  college. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  is  not  a  request  for  an  actual  increase  of  $5,000,  but 
simply  a  suggestion  for  the  combination  of  two  recurrent  requests  for  money  into 
one.  The  General  Assembly  has  uniformly  recognized  both  the  claim  of  the 
extension  work  to  its  support,  and  the  necessity  for  maintaining  and  improving 
the  condition  of  lawns,  drives  and  buildings.  We  beheve  that  it  will  continue 
1o  do  so,  if  not  through  this  simpler  way,  then  through  a  separate  resolution  as 
before.  The  combination  into  one  item  has  the  advantage  (a)  of  showing  the 
situation  more  exactly  at  all  times  and  preventing  misapprehension  and  con- 
fusion; (b)  of  relieving  our  Board  of  much  anxiety  and  loss  of  time  in  following 
up  resolutions  piecemeal;  (c)  of  saving  the  time  of  the  General  Assembly  itself; 
and  (d)  of  simphfying  the  bookkeeping,  both  at  the  college  and  at  the  State 
House. 

Even  if  this  request  were  for  an  out-and-out  increase  of  five  thousand  dollars 
in  the  maintenance  fund  of  the  college,  it  would  still  be  more  than  justified  by 
the  following  facts:  (1)  that,  while  the  funds  from  the  United  States  Government 
to  the  college  have  increased,  in  six  years,  some  85  per  cent.,  the  State  funds 
necessary  to  administer  the  government  funds  and  make  them  available  have 
increased  nothing  (to  understand  this,  it  is  necessary  to  recall  the  fact  that 
national  funds  can  be  used  only  for  experiments  and  for  instruction  and  apparatus 
pertaining  to  English,  mathematics  and  technical  subjects;  coordinate  and  nec- 
essary instruction  in  other  lines  and  all  heat,  light,  janitors'  services,  transporta- 
tion, accounting,  governing,  etc.,  must  be  paid  for  by  the  State);  (2)  that  other 
states  are  paying,  for  the  same  advantages  that  we  get  from  the  general  govern- 
ment, from  four  to  seven  times  as  much  per  hundred  dollars  of  taxable  property 
as  we  do;  (3)  that  the  inventoried  property  to  be  maintained  has  increased  35 
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per  cent.;  (4)  that  the  voluino  of  iiisl ruction  :is  measured  by  tin;  number  of 
college  students  has  increased  150  per  cent. 

Hoping  that,  in  consideration  of  these  matters,  you  will  find  it  reasonable  to 
raise  the  figures  in  the  general  api)r()i)riati()n  bill  as  suggested,  and  further,  that 
you  will  sui)p()rt  with  your  influence  the  act  to  be  introduced  amending  the  law 
chartering  the  college  in  conformity  wit-h  this  request,  we  are 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  DEAN  KIMBALL, 
WALTER  E.  RANGER. 

Committee  on  Legislation. 

In  further  support  of  the  same  measure,  the  following  papers  were 
submitted  to  the  finance  committee  of  the  House : 

1.    Comparative  Statement  of  Attendance  and  Appropriations, 

1906-1913. 

State. 

Entrance  College  Main-  Repairs  and 

Year.  Requirements.         Attendance.  tenance.  Extension. 

1906   8^  units  131   $25,000   $5,500 

1907   S}4     "   142   25,000   3,639 

1908   83^     "   153   25,000   5,858 

1909   "   185   25,000  

1910  11         "   200   25,000   5,000 

1911  13        "   211   25,000   5,000 

1912  14        "  .227   25,000  

1913  14        "   243  

II.    Repairs  and  Replacements  Needed. 

(a)    Listed  for  1912,  but  because  of  Science  Building  issue,  not  requested  at  that 

*  session. 


1.  Horse-barn — painting,  patching  roofs,  etc   $140  00 

2.  Plain  barn   30  00 

3.  Watson  House   45  00 

4.  Windmill  and  water-tower,  painting   85  00 

5.  East  HaU,  painting,  repair  to  roofs,  gutters,  etc   125  00 

6.  Ice  house,  shingling,  re-building  run,  painting   225  00 

7.  Ladd  Laboratory,  repairs   80  00 

8.  Greenhouse,  puttying,  painting,  etc   280  00 

9.  Horticultural  Laboratory,  repairing  and  painting   100  00 

10.  Slate  and  gravel  roofs,  annual  repairs  '   55  00 

11.  Lippitt  Hall,  seam-pointing,  repairs,  painting   397  00 

12.  Pumphouse,  repairs   12  00 

13.  Davis  Hall,  painting  outside   150  00 

14.  South  Hall,  painting  outside  and  inside   325  00 
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15.  Dairy  barn,  painting  and  repairs   $125  00 

16.  Improvements  of  lawns  and  roads   775  00 

17.  Funds  for  extension  work   2,000  00 


$4,949  00 

(b)    Listed  for  1913. 

1.  Poultry  department,  new  floor  in  laboratory   $72  00 

2.  Moving  and  setting  old  chemical  laboratory  building   350  00 

3.  Six  new  hen  houses  to  replace  old   540  00 

4.  Heating  and  hghting  athletic  house   140  00 

5.  Repairs  and  alterations  for  electrical  department   60  00 

6.  Additional  shelving  and  catalogue  cases  for  library   162  00 

7.  Repairs  to  porch  of  home  economics  laboratory   60  00 

8.  Bins  for  grain  in  cow-barn   100  00 

9.  Three  horses  to  replace  others   600  00 

10.  Moving  and  changing  Botany  building  to  Dairy   600  00 

11.  Adequate  lamps  in  drawing-room   125  00 

12.  Repairs  to  experiment-station  building   200  00 

13.  Extension  of  implement  house  and  sheds   1,000  00 

14.  Calf  and  bull  barn   2,000  00 


$6,009  00 

In  support  of  measure  (B)  the  following  careful  estimates  were 
submitted : 

Details  of  estimate  for  providing  heating  and  lighting  equipment,  and  the  equipment, 
furniture  and  installation  of  the  five  departments  in  the  new  building,  1913. 

1.    Additions  to  present  power-house,  engine-room,  coal  bunkers, 


etc   $2,500 

2.  Additional  power  unit  (reciprocating  engine  and  generator),  set .  2,250 

3.  Boiler  addition,  70  h. p.  set   1,500 

4.  Two  73^  k.w.  transformers                                                      ■  146 

5.  One  3  k.w.  motor  generator,  set   187 

6.  Feed  pump  with  receiver   106 

7.  Feed  water  heater   176 

8.  Exhaust  head   32 

9.  Back  pressure  valve   28 

10.  Reducing  valve   135 

11.  Switch  board  and  equipment   150 

12.  Freight   90 

13.  Transmission  line   50 

14.  Valves  and  fittings   100 

15.  Labor  on  piping  not  accounted  for  above   100 

16.  Cement  work,  not  included  above   50 

17.  620  feet  transmission  for  steam  heat  at  $5  per  foot   3,100 

18.  Equipment  and  furnishing  for  chemical  laboratory   2,500 
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19.  E(|iiii)inont  aiul  ruriiisliiiig  for  baclcriolof^iciil  hihonitory   $2,400 

20.  Equipment  and  furnishing!;  for  b()tuni(!iil  hilioratory   2,(X)0 

21.  Equipment  and  furnishing  for  biologicial  hiboratory   /jOO 

22.  Equipment  and  furnishing  for  pliysieal  hiboratory   700 

23.  Lighting  fixtures  and  hiinps   700 

24.  Miscellaneous,  shades  for  windows,  floor  cover  for  corridors,  etc .  500 


$20,000 

Commencement. 

The  baccalaureate  address  of  Sunday,  June  16,  1912,  had  for  its 
title,  ''The  Evolution  of  Altruistic  Christianity."  The  commence- 
ment speaker  the  following  Thursday,  June  20,  was  the  Hon.  Roswell 
B.  Burchard,  who  gave  an  eloquent  address  on  "What  Pays?"  The 
graduating  class  numbered  seventeen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  EDWARDS. 
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R.  S.  BuRLiNGAME,  TREASURER,  171  accoufit  With  the  different  funds  of  Rhode 
Island  State  College, /or  the  year  ending  December  31, 1912,  as  follows: 

Morrill  Fund  of  1890  and  Nelson  Act  of  1907. 

1912.  Cr.  Dr. 

Jan.     1.    To  balance  from  last  year   $26,803  11 

July    1.    To  United  States  warrant  for  year  ending  June  30,  1913 . .     50,000  00 

Dec.  31.    By  instruction   $35,880  84 

Text-books  and  reference  books   1,036  44 

Apparatus   1,719  35 

Tools  and  machinery   293  81 

Stock  and  material   5,583  34 

Balance  on  hand   32,289  33 


$76,803  11  $76,803  11 

Morrill  Fund  of  1862. 

Jan.     1.    To  cash  from  land-scrip  fund   $2,500  00 

Dec.  31.    By  instruction   $2,334  74 

Text-books  and  reference  books   41  25 

Apparatus   13  00 

Library   58  37 

Stock  and  material   52  64 


$2,500  00    $2,500  00 

State, — Maintenance  Fund. 

Jan.     1.    To  State  appropriation   $25,000  00 

Dec.  31.    By  salaries.   $7,004  20 

Labor  (student,  janitor,  farm,  etc.)   6,327  14 

Traveling   709  39 

Postage,  stationery  and  printing   740  52 

Construction  and  repairs   2,611  92 

Oil  and  gasoUne   229  31 

Fuel   4,354  16 

Telephone  and  telegraph   145  83 

Commencement   157  40 

Tools  and  machinery   2  82 

Rental  of  dormitories   260  00 
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By  wagon  uiid  liiinioss  repairs   $08  02 

Ilorsesliociiig  .  .  .  ,   104  80 

Typewriter   73  50 

Transi)ortation   1,457  00 

Insurance   5G  93 

Furniture  and  fixtures   Ill  44 

Stock  and  material   555  02 


$25,000  00  $25,000  00 
State. — School  and  Extension. 

Jan.     1,    To  balance  on  hand  from  last  year   $C83  G5 

Feb.  29.    By  instruction   $419  47 

Transportation   77  30 

Traveling   74  15 

Postage  and  stationery   106  48 

Freight  and  express   5  00 

Stock  and  material   1  25 


$683  65      $683  65 

State. — Science  Hall. 

May   3.    To  State  appropriation   $75,000  00 

Dec.  31.    By  excavation   $375  10 

Advertising   106  25 

Architect   3,150  00 

Superintendence   750  00 

Erection  contract   23,169  60 

Drainage   136  95 

TraveUng   2  95 

Freight  and  express   1  96 

Miscellaneous   59  99 

Balance  on  hand   47,247  20 


$75,000  00  $75,000  00 

Current  Fund. 

Jan.     1.    To  balance  on  hand  from  last  year   $3,312  02 

Reserve  fund   2,000  00 

Dormitory  fees   4,723  70 

Department  sales   9,476  49 

Department  service   1,466  15 

Department  fees   1,874  76 

Tuition   1,243  21 

Interest   1,167  51 

Deficit   3,108  13 
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Dec.  31.    By  salaries   $3,819  96 

TraveUng   877  13 

Postage,  stationery  and  printing   787  24 

Construction  and  repairs   2,839  18 

Oil  and  gasoline   150  32 

Fuel   1,944  38 

Telephone  and  telegraph   110  33 

Feed   1,673  59 

Freight  and  express   503  06 

Labor  (student,  janitor,  farm,  etc.)   10,093  60 

Advertising  in  publications   483  07 

Entertainment   1,100  71 

Stock  and  material   1,989  40 

Reserve  fund   2,000  00 


$28,371  97  $28,371  97 


Trust  Fund. 


Jan.     1.    To  balance  on  hand  from  last  year   $1,924  88 

Boarding  receipts   23,582  75 

Store  receipts   3,725  92 

Dec.  31.    By  boarding   $25,044  81 

Store   3,410  60 

Balance  on  hand   778  14 


$29,233  55  $29,233  55 

Hatch  Fund. — Experiment  Station. 

Jan.     1.    To  balance  on  hand  from  last  year   $172  15 

United  States  check   3,750  00 

April   1.         United  States  check   3,750  00 

July    1.         United  States  check   3,750  00 

Oct.     1.         United  States  check   3,750  00 

Dec.  31.    By  salaries  

Labor  

PubKcations  

Postage  and  stationery  

Freight  and  express  

Heat,  Hght,  water  and  power  

Chemical  supphes  

Seeds,  plants  and  sundry  supplies .  .  . 

Fertihzer  , 

Feeding  stuffs  

Library  

Tools,  implements  and  machinery .  .  . 

Furniture  and  fixtures  

Scientific  apparatus  


$8,146 

71 

2,661 

24 

66 

25 

247 

23 

77 

79 

255 

95 

15 

23 

243 

04 

263 

80 

574 

63 

531 

10 

239 

04 

227 

21 

2 

15 
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By  tmvclingoxix'nscs   SlllMi? 

ConliiigcMit  oxpcnses  

lUiildings  imd  land   4;i()  75 

Jiuhuico  on  hand   1,050  'M\ 


$15,172  15  $15,172  15 

Adams  Fund. — Experiment  Station. 

Jan.    1.    To  United  States  cheek   $3,750  00 

April   1.         United  States  check   3,750  00 

July    1.         United  States  check   3,750  00 

Oct.     1.        United  States  check   3,750  00 

Jan.     1.    By  balance  overdrawn   $G09  53 

Dec.  31.         Salaries   8,542  97 

Labor   3,038  34 

Postage  and  stationery   65  04 

Freight  and  express   76  02 

Heat,  light,  water  and  power   369  45 

Chemical  supplies   180  19 

Seeds,  plants  and  sundry  supplies   296  10 

Feeding  stuffs   875  17 

Library   29  93 

Tools,  implements  and  machinery   276  89 

Furniture  and  fixtures   31  95 

Traveling  expenses   24  29 

Scientific  apparatus   113  94 

Fertilizer   39  40 

Live  stock   113  80 

Buildings  and  land   81  98 

Balance  on  hand   235  01 


$15,000  00  $15,000  00 
Miscellaneous. — Experiment  Station. 

Jan.     1.    To  balance  on  hand  from  last  year   $3,096  20 

Department  receipts   2,560  79 

Interest   140  19 

Dec.  31.    By  salaries   $3  60 

Labor   ,       56  84 

Postage  and  stationery   56  86 

Freight  and  express   49  73 

Apparatus   20  79 

Tools  and  machinery   28  37 

Chemical  supplies   70  87 

Fertilizer   21  61 

Heat,  light,  water  and  power   19  34 

Live  stock   4  50 
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By  traveling   SI 55  20 

Contingent  expenses   10  75 

Buildings  and  land   88  54 

Seeds,  plants,  and  sundry  supplies   94  05 

Feeding  stuffs   396  33 

PubUcations   1,365  73 

Balance  on  hand   3,354  07 


$5,797  18    $5,797  18 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  correct  and  true,  and  truly  represents  the 
details  of  expenditures  for  the  period  and  by  the  institution  named. 

R.  S.  BURLINGAME, 

Treasurer. 


This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  undersigned,  auditing  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  Rhode  Island  State  College,  have  examined  the  accounts  of  R.  S. 
BurHngame,  treasurer  of  the  said  college,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

CHARLES  DEAN  KIMBALL, 
THOMAS  G.  MATHEWSON, 

Auditors. 


APPENDIX  A. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  Year 


To  the  Board  of  Ma7iagers  of  Rhode  Island  State  College: 

Gentlemen  : — Your  Board  of  Visitors  feels  that  it  has  been  highly 
honored  in  being  re-appointed  for  the  present  year,  especially  as  this 
has  given  opportunity  to  observe  the  way  in  which  the  suggestions  of 
a  year  ago  have  been  carried  out.  The  report  then  made  called 
attention  to  the  following: 

1.  The  need  for  larger  buildings  than  have  been  planned  in  the 
past. 

2.  More  attractive  and  dignified  grounds  and  buildings. 

3.  A  greater  faith  in  the  future  of  the  College. 

4.  Stronger  support  by  the  State. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  most  of  these  needs  are  being  met.  The 
walls  of  an  adequate  Science  Hall  are  already  rapidly  rising.  Grounds 
and  buildings  show  the  care  that  has  been  given  during  the  year  to 
make  them  more  attractive.  Increasing  attendance  and  higher 
standards  show  that  still  larger  faith  in  the  future  is  amply  justified. 
We  gladly  renew  our  commendation  of  a  year  ago,  with  added  appre- 
ciation of  the  developments  of  the  year. 

The  great  need  for  the  present,  as  we  see  it,  is  for  a  stronger  support 
by  the  State.  The  value  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  is  beyond 
estimate.  We  believe  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  add  largely  to 
the  area  of  the  College  farm,  and  to  increase  the  funds  available  for 
the  important  work  that  is  being  done  by  this  important  institution. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  L.  ALGER, 

R.  H.  I.  GODDARD, 

S.  H.  BULLOCK, 

JOSEPH  A.  PECKHAM, 

SAMUEL  L.  PECK, 

CLARA  A.  OLNEY, 

FLORENCE  G.  R.  SWEETLAND. 
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Additional  Suggestions  by  Individual  Members  of  the  Board  of 

Visitors. 


.  .  .  ''I  believe,  however,  that  in  some  later  report  there  should 
be  the  suggestion  of  the  need  of  an  agricultural  building  to  meet  the 
needs  of  advanced  instruction  along  this  particular  line  of  the  college 
work." 

Joseph  A.  Peckham. 

"I  think  that  the  above  report  says  much  very  briefly.  I  feel  that 
there  are  many  needs  yet  to  be  met  and  that  the  legislature  should  be 
requested  by  the  college  Board  to  make  appropriations  for  a  dormitory 
building  which  seems  to  me  to  be  sorely  needed." 

Sam  H.  Bullock. 

"  I  entirely  approve  of  the  accompanying  report.  From  my  recollec- 
tion of  my  visit,  I  think  Mr.  Bullock's  recommendation  is  desirable." 

R.  H.  I.  GODDARD. 


APPENDIX  B. 


Summaries  Dealing  with  Certain  Phases  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures for  Year  Ending  June  30,  191 2» 


Summary  for  Year. 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,1911   $24,803  96 

Total  income  during  year   234,853  56 


Total   $259,657  52 

Total  expenditure  during  year   158,573  70 


Balance  on  hand,  June  30,  1912   $101,083  82 

Income. 

Income  from  students : 

Tuition  fees   $1,223  63 

Matriculation  and  incidental  fees   1,737  80 

Chemicals  and  laboratory  supplies   1,031  10 

Dormitory  fees   4,456  06 

Dining  hall   22,168  77 

Store  sales   3,585  31 

  $34,202  67 

Income  from  Grants  by  State  and  Nation: 

State — Maintenance  appropriation   $25,000  00 

Repairs  and  improvements   3,000  00 

School  and  extension   2,000  00 

Science  Hall  erection  (two  years)   75,000  00 

Federal— Morrill  Act  of  1890  and  Nelson  Act  of 

1907   50,000  00 

Morrill  Act  of  1862   2,500  00 

Hatch  Act  of  1887,  Experiment  Station.  15,000  00 

Adams  Act  of  1906,  Experiment  Station  15,000  00 

  187,500  00 
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Income  from  other  sources: 

Sales  and  service  of  departments   $9,166  47 

Interest   1,835  59 

Experiment  Station  receipts   2,148  83 

  13,150  89 


Totalincome   $234,853  56 

Receipts  from  tuition: 

Number  of  students  registered,  as  follows : 

Students  taking  courses  of  one  year  or  more  «.  .  .  .  202 

Students  taking  poultry  course  of  six  weeks   28 

Students  taking  summer  course  of  three  weeks   24 

Total  (counting  none  twice)   251 

Number  of  students  paying  tuition  (non-resident  in  Rhode  Island)  at 

rate  of  $30  per  year,  47   $1,161  63 

Number  of  students  paying  tuition  (non-resident  in  Rhode  Island)  at 

rate  of  $5  per  year,  15   62  00 


$1,223  63 

Expenditures 

Expenditures,  exclusive  of  Experiment  Station : 

Advertising,  including  track  meet   $1,701  80 

Apparatus   3,561  14 

Boarding   23,077  27 

Books   983  25 

Commencement   371  75 

Construction  and  repairs   6,602  40 

Entertainment   585  70 

Feed   4,890  01 

Freight  and  express   506  76 

Fuel   6,249  29 

Gasoline  and  oil   199  46 

Labor  (engineers,  poultry  men,  farm,  etc.)   8,193  55 

Labor  (undergraduate)   7,929  29 

Postage,  stationery  and  printing   1,478  54 

Salaries   49,207  84 

Store   3,356  78 

Telephone  and  telegraph   301  60 

Tools  and  machinery   653  12 

Traveling   1,312  29 

Miscellaneous   5,052  78 

Science  Hall  construction   1,270  60 

  $127,485  22 

Expenditures,  Experiment  Station   31,088  48 


Total  expenditures   $158,573  70 


ItllODIO   ISLAND  STATIO  COLLEGE. 
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IIMI  \\)\'2. 

Morrill  ImiikI  of  ISd'J   $1  -12  $l,7\{\  VA 

Morrill  I'lmd  of  ISIM)  iind  Nelson  Act.  of  h)(l7.  2/170  24        r,,{)HH  10 

Stutc— Muiiit(Mi!in('(v .  7,291  17        (),()7()  7S 

State— Scioncc  1! all.    7:i,729  40 

('iirront  Fund     .S,71S  X()        8,750  74 

Trust  Fund     1,704  7S  107  2'.] 

Mis('oll;uu>ous    lOxpiM-inuMit  Stat  ion   2,5.^)4  40        :i,()14  84 

Reservo  Fund   2,000  00        2,:)00  00 


Totals   $24,803  9G  $101,083  82 
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